STRAWBERRY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
PO BOX 85 ~ STRAWBERRY, CA 95375
March 2, 2012
To all Homeowners of Strawberry,

Time flies when you’re having fun.  It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since the new board of directors was seated.   With the support of our community, the Pinecrest Permittees Association and the county, your fire district has made significant progress.
The Board of Directors for the Strawberry Fire Protection district has completed work on:
· Securing a Service Agreement with the County in regard to ongoing coverage by Tuolumne County Fire (The Pinecrest Fire Station). The agreement will stay in place until such time we are able to  increase our volunteer numbers and become a stand alone station.
· Brought our Type 4 engine, the smaller red fire truck, up to code and put it into service.  After the county assisted us in determining if our engine was usable, she travelled down the hill and spent time at Hi Tech for long overdue maintenance and updating of equipment to current codes. We now have an excellent response vehicle with updated, mounted/stored, tested and properly inventoried equipment.

· Worked with our community to start building our volunteer base. To learn more about our four volunteers please read the Meet Our Volunteers section.

· Purchased protective gear for our volunteers.

· Last summer your board, along with their spouses and firefighter Chris Bandley, cleaned out the fire house - discarding useless equipment and sorting out old gear that was still in good condition. 

· Put a new composite roof on the badly deteriorating shingle roof. A new paint job is scheduled in the spring.

· Sold the two unusable fire trucks (International and GMC that were parked outside) along with the stainless tank and miscellaneous scrap metal. 

· The county inspector called our large yellow fire truck an antique. However, she is the only truck that can draft water directly out of the river or lake. The board feels that she still has a big advantage as the truck only has to travel to the river’s edge then drop the hose into the water and fill other water tenders if need be. We have decided to keep “Old Yeller”.

· Developed and approved extensive Operating Guideline that allows our volunteers to work with Pinecrest fireman.

· And finally, after some 50 years, your fire house now has water.

Meet our volunteers

We currently have 3 trained volunteers on our roster and 1 recruit who started fire academy this month.


Nicole Smith (firefighter) – first volunteered with the SVFD in May 2010.  She is married and a mother of 2 boys - Makenan, 6 years old and Wyatt, 4.  She works from home as an engineer and volunteers at the Pinecrest School assisting as needed.  Nicole stayed through the SVFD transition, started fire academy in January 2011 and graduated with top honors in June of that same year.  She was honored at graduation with the Top Nozzle award for finishing first in her class.  It was a tough and challenging winter/spring for Nicole but she came through it all and we couldn’t be prouder.

Calin Smith (recruit) – first volunteered with the SVFD in May 2010.  He is married to Nicole, father to Makenan and Wyatt, owns his own engineering business in Oakland commuting back and forth from Strawberry to the Bay Area weekly.  Calin also stayed through the SVFD transition and is very committed to keeping the Strawberry Fire Department going.  He started fire academy in January and will graduate in June.


Lt. Chris Bandley (firefighter and firehouse manager) – Chris is a volunteer firefighter at both Pinecrest and Strawberry fire departments.  He is a Lieutenant at Pinecrest station and is co-managing that fire house with Brian Bosque.  Chris was also recently hired as the Strawberry Fire Department manager.  He has been a volunteer firefighter for 5 years and lives in Strawberry.  

Lt. Brian Bosque (firefighter) – Brian is a volunteer firefighter at both Pinecrest and Strawberry fire departments.  He is currently assigned as a Lieutenant at the Pinecrest station and is co-managing the station’s duties.  Brian has been a volunteer firefighter for 4 years and lives in Pinecrest with his wife, Samantha and 2 children, Avril and Miley.
 The inclusion of Chris and Brian to our department was done in order to accommodate Strawberry’s training needs and assist in transitioning to a stand alone fire department. They both assisted Nicole for many hours in preparing for academy testing and will be doing the same for Calin.  Chris and Brian were instrumental in getting our truck ready to roll and our fire house in order.  Both stations continue to train together on a weekly basis and respond to incidents jointly.  Chris and Brian attend the monthly board meetings to bring any issues/concerns forward and to continue the working relationship between the volunteers and the board of directors.  Brian and Chris also worked very hard along with Calin and Nicole in developing the Standard Operating Procedures for Pinecrest and Strawberry stations.  In a short time, you will be seeing the Strawberry Fire engine responding to incidents.  It is the culmination of a lot of hard work from our volunteers, and your board of directors.
Responses/Incidents
2011 Strawberry Response Data:

The chart below shows a breakdown on responses for both the Pinecrest and Strawberry fire departments. Notice that there were total of 142 calls, 24 of which were in Strawberry. We are proud to report that Strawberry Volunteers responded to 47 calls. Note: our fire fighters came into service in May so next year our response level will be even greater.  
	
	RESPONSE AREA
	

	DESCRIPTION
	Pinecrest

55
	Strawberry

71
	

	Medical Aid & Auto
	91
	18
	

	Fire& Smoke Check
	12
	3
	

	Emergency Standby
	12
	2
	

	Public Service Assist
	3
	1
	

	Totals
	118
	24
	142

	Percent of total calls
	83%
	17%
	

	
	
	
	

	Responses by Strawberry
	
	
	

	Nicole Smith from 5/2011
	28
	
	

	Calin Smith from 5/2011
	19
	
	

	Totals/Percent of Total
	47
	33%
	


Note:  All of Calin and Nicole’s responses are included with station 55 for this reporting period.
Pinecrest station is the primary responder to all incidents.  However our Strawberry volunteers are qualified to respond to the following incidents as a secondary unit –
· Structure fires

· Smoke checks

· Escaped debris burns/wildland fire

· Hazmat situations

· Vehicle accident assistance
· Life flight landing assistance

· Medical calls if needed and as qualified to assist

We Need You

We couldn’t have come this far without the dedication of our new volunteers. Today we have all the ingredients to support volunteers: up to code safety equipment, excellent fire trucks, a properly organized fire station, ongoing training, a very supportive board plus good funding.  All we need now is you.  Please consider joining our active volunteer fire department.
Also, there is currently one opening on the board of directors. 
If interested in either of these community volunteer service opportunities simply contact any board member or volunteer fire fighter. Our names and phone numbers are listed below.
Board of Directors



Volunteers

Lee Dempsey

209-965-4146

Nicole Smith

209-965-4027

Bill Cashman

209-365-3558

Calin Smith

209-965-4027
Buffy Bandley

209-965-3878

Chris Bandley

209-770-1856
Dee Martin

209-770-5652

Brian Bosque

209-480-7053
Shelly Kendall (Secty)
209-965-4297

Strawberry Fire Dept.
209-965- 3513
Add Your Name Here



Add Your Name Here
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